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pany such ancient pieces, but then I would also have you subjoin 
at the same time a liberal English translation. By this means your 
book will take in all readers, both the learned and the superficial. 
This method of publication has been attended with great success 
among the northern nations, where all their Runic Pieces have 
been confronted both with a literal version in Latin, and a more 
spirited one in the modern languages either of Sweden or Den- 
mark. Were you to endeavour to collect into a corpus all the 
remains of your ancient poetry, and print it by subscription 
begun among your own countrymen, and warmly recommended 
by them to us, it would certainly pay well, and be a very valu- 
able present to the public ; but then you ought to send forth a 
few select pieces into the world, previous to such an undertaking, 
to bespeak the good opinion of mankind, and this, whenever 
you please to execute it, shall be attended with my warmest 
services. In the mean time I hope you will continue to favour 
me with specimens of your ancient poetry as often as your 
leisure will permit ; and, if any thing else that is curious should 
occur in the course of your studies, you will confer a great pita- 
sure by imparting it to, 

Dear Sir, your very faithful and obedient servant, 

Thomas Percy. 
N. B. I shall defer sending a specimen of Runic Poetry till I 
send you the whole collection printed, which you may depend 
on. May I hope to see your Latin Essay on British Poetry ? 



TOPOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 

PARISH OF MOLD, FLINTSHIRE. 

[Continued from the last iVum&er.] 

Population and Parochial Concerns. — There are few 
parts of North Wales more populous than the parish of Mold. 
Abounding, as it does, in mineral works, and containing besides 
several manufactories, it necessarily provides considerable em- 
ployment for the labouring classes. According to the estimate, 
made under the Population Act in 1811, the number of houses 
in this parish, including the chapelries of Nerquis and Treuddyn, 
amounted to 1209, and the population to 6059. And since 
that period, it is probable, a considerable increase has taken 
place. The following is a comparative scale of the number of 
birtlis and deaths in the parish during the three under-mentioned 
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years, and by which it will be seen, that the former have ex- 
ceeded the latter by an average of more more than one hundred 
in every year :— 

1816. 1817. 1818. Total 



Births ... 228 215 227 670 

Deaths ... 132 92 139 363 

S6 123 88 307* 

The superintendence of the poor in the eleven townhips, that 
constitute the parish independently of Nerquis and Treuddyn, is 
committed to a General Overseer, whose weekly list at this time 
contains about 210 paupers, besides those occasionally relieved, 
to the average of 200 more. In Nerquis, which is also under the 
management of a General Overseer, the regular list is about 25, 
and the occasional poor about 18: in Treuddyn the correspond- 
ing numbers are 32 and 20. Thus all the paupers, regularly and 
occasionally relieved within the parish, are about five hundred. To 
support these the annual rates, now levied upon the respective por- 
tions of the parish, are as underneath: Mold about £2,600, 
Nerquis £375, and Treuddyn .£447, making an aggregate of 
more than three thousand four hundred pounds. In 1803 the 
poor-rates of this parish did not amount to two thousand pounds, 
which shews an increase of fifteen hundred pounds in somewhat 
more than fifteen years. This augmentation may be ascribed, in 
part, to the general distress of the period, to which it refers, and in 
part, perhaps, to the decrease of employment for the poor during 
the latter portion of that period, and especially in the mineral 
works. — There are two endowed schools in this parish, one in the 
town of Mold, and die other in Nerquis. The Rev. Evan Jones, 
officiating Curate of Treuddyn, is at present Master of the former, 
the endowment of which is =£'19 7s. 6d. The Bishop of St. Asaph 
and the Vicar of Mold are the Trustees. The annual salary, at- 
tached to the school at Nerquis, is ,£25; and Sir W. W. Wynn 
and the Rev. H. W. Eyton are Trustees. 

Natural History. — The climate of this parish may be con- 
sidered in general salubrious, if any inference can be drawn on 
the subject from the disproportion between the births and burials 

* From 1618 to 1622 inclusive, a space of five years, the average annual 
excess of the births oter the burials in tliis parish was only 16. From 17.8 
to 1727, a period often years, the same excess was no more than one. But, 
from 1787 to 1796, also ten years, this disproportion had increased to 57. 
Coring this latter period the population of this parish was about S65Q. 
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above noticed. And some farther proof of this fact may be de- 
duced from several instances of longevity, to be found in the Re- 
gisters *. . However, the air is, for the most part, cold and keen, 
and especially towards the north and west, which may be owing 
to the more bleak and exposed situation, particularly from a defi- 
ciency of woodland, of those sides of the parish when compared 
with the other parts of it. — In the Natural History of this parish its 
mineral features occupy a prominent place. The surface is, in a 
great degree, calcareous, a limestone range running through the 
whole of the western part of the parish. The mineral products, in 
which it chiefly abounds, are lead and coal, of which a more parti- 
cular account will be given in speaking of the mines now worked. 
It may suffice to say here, in general terms, that the western and 
northern districts appear to be strongly impregnated with lead 
ore, imbedded, for the most part, in limestone or chert. A north 
veiaof#a/«en«, or potters' ore, as it is usually called, runs through 
this parish, the nature of which is to break through every other 
vein in its course, without being itself deranged by any. On this 
account miners have given it the familiar and characteristic ap- 
pellation of gallop-hell vein. Coai is found in great abundance 
in the eastern and southern parts of the parish, and in the latter 
that description of it, which is called cannel. Mr. Edward Lhvyd, 
in his " Additions to Flintshire" in Camden's Britannia f, gives 
an account of some curious fossil plants or mineral leaves, that 
were discovered about a century ago, in digging a coal pit in the 
township of Leeswood. They were found in the black slate or 
slag, which immediately covers the coal ; and Mr. Llwyd observes, 
that, " when such mock plants were found, miners were apt to 
conclude the coal not far off." The same learned naturalist and 
antiquary, in a letter addressed to Dr. R. Richardson, dated 
Denbigh, July 3, 1699, communicates some interesting particu- 
lars of a bed of muscles discovered in this parish. The following 
is the account in the writer's own words :— " Nothing has of late 
occurred to us equal to those notable observations in yours. 
At Holywell they assured me, that about twenty years since 
some miners had found a living toad in a solid lump of ore ; 
and a few miles further a Derbyshire man, who knew nothing 

* From the 9th January 1136 to the 15th February following ten persons 
were buried, whose ages, united, amounted to 155, an average of seventy* 
rive years and a half. 

f Gibson's Edition, p. 692, 
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of this, gave me the like relation of one found in his country. 
There was a small cavity of water in that in Flintshire, and 
it lived but a very short time after it came to the air. But I 
have one relation of the like nature to communicate, which 
is, for aught I know, unparalleled in history. Some workmen, 
on the 27 th of May last, digging the foundation of a building, at 
two feet deep met with some muscles, which were not only exactly 
agreeable to those of the sea, as to colour, &c. but being opened, 
they found them full of liquor, and the animals alive and fresh in 
them. The place, where they were found, was an ordinary dry 
gravel near Mold in Flintshire, a small town, distant from the sea 
about six miles. Having heard of it, I made what speed I could 
to the place, and dug about a foot deeper, but could discover no 
snch thing, so, that all, I could do, was only to get the three 
workmen present to attest the relation by subscribing their marks, 
&c, and they are all very willing to make their oath of it if re- 
quired *." — Mr. Llwyd proceeds afterwards to defend the pro- 
bability of this occurrence, and contends, that the muscles might 
have been bred in this gravel in the same manner as at sea. — 
The only considerable river in this parish is the Alyn, which 
takes its rise in Llanarmon, in Denbighshire, about six miles from 
the town of Mold, waters the parish on the west, north, and 
east, and, after dividing the counties of Flint and Denbigh, 
discharges itself into the Dee not far from Marford. A singular 
phenomenon, relating to this river, Ls its disappearance under 
ground on the confines of the parish for the distance of about a 
mile and a half. In one third of its hidden course it divides the 
parish from Llanferres, and, in the remainder, from Cilcen. This 
subterraneous stream is supposed to have had a very injurious 
effect on the working of some mines in the neighbourhood t> — 
The Terrig, which runs through the lower part of this parish, is 
remarkable for the rapidity, with which it overflows its banks when 
swollen by any sudden accession of rain Or snow water. Although 
ordinarily no mors than a brook, it assumes, on such occasions, the 

* The original letter, from which this passage is extracted, is preserved in 
the British Museum. 

f There are two or three rivers in Wales, that take the name of Tarch or 
Mole probably from some such circumstance, as that above related of 
the Alyn. The classical reader will also be reminded of the Arethusa, 
which, disappearing in Elis, rose aguin, according to the mythological ac- 
eount, in the Island of Ortygia, in the Bay of Syracuse. See Ovid. Met. 
1. b, fab. 10. 
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appearance of a large river, inundating, in its course, all the mea- 
dows in its vicinity, and proving, in harvest time, too often ruinous 
to the hopes of the farmer. Prom the violence of its current it 
has obtained the name of Terrig. — fn conclusion of this head it 
may be mentioned, that within the township of Nerquis there is a 
chalybeate spring, which is possessed of very strong mineral pro- 
perties. 

Agriculture and Planting.— It would be difficult to assign 
any general character to the agricultural features of this parish. 
Tillage in this as in other mining districts has, perhaps, expe- 
rienced some neglect, although the observation is, by no means, to 
be taken in an universal sense. In some parts of the parish, and 
particularly in the immediate neighbourhood of the town, the more 
favourable nature of the soil has occasioned several exceptions 
to this general remark. Experimental farming has been adopted 
to a partial extent, both with respect to tillage and breeding, and, 
no doubt, .with as much success as it commonly produces. Pas- 
turage may, perhaps, be considered as a prevailing characteristic 
of this parish. There are several large farms, — and Gwysaney 
may particularly be mentioned, — where cheese is made in great 
quantities for the Chester and Liverpool markets. Yet it may 
reasonably be doubted whether the quality of the soil and grass is, 
in all cases, propitious to the practice. But, be the present state 
of agriculture what it may, there can be little doubt of its 
receiving a new and beneficial impulse from the Agricultural 
Society recently established in the county, provided indeed that 
its members do not afford that encouragement to the forcing sys~ 
tern, both with respect to land and cattle, which has, in many 
instances, made the utility of such Societies extremely proble- 
matical. — In the year 1792 an Act was passed for enclosing four 
thousand acres of common land in this parish, the allotments of 
which were sold at from five to eight pounds per acre. The 
greatest part of this waste has since been brought into cultivation, 
or converted to the purposes of planting. In the year 1796 the 
crops were sold on some of these allotments at a price, per acre, 
of from ten to eleven guineas. — When Mr. Champneys disposed 
of his estate in this parish, about fifteen years ago, it was gene- 
rally sold in small lots, whereby a considerable number of mode- 
rate freeholds were created, and the convenience and prosperity of 
their new owners, no doubt, very materially consulted. — Since the 
inclosure of the waste lands considerable attention has been paid 
here to planting by one or two spirited individuals. The exten- 
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sive plantations of Dr. Thackeray, of Chester, deserve particular 
notice. He has devoted, in this parish alone, to the planting of 
forest trees 159 a. 2 r. 38 p., for which, in conjunction with si- 
milar patriotic exertions in the counties of Merioneth and Den- 
bigh, he has received, at different times, three gold medals from 
the London Society " for the encouragement of Arts, Manufac- 
tures, and Commerce." There is something in the liberal exam- 
ple, here set to the land-proprietors of Wales, that, while it invites 
imitation from the usefulness of its object, acquires an additional 
value from the rarity of its occurrence *. 
* w * [To be continued.] 



SKETCHES OF SOCIETY. 



fSWYLLIAID COCHION MAWDDWY; or THE RED- 
HEADED BANDITTI OF MAWDDWY. 

In the neighbourhood of Dinas Mawddwy, in Merionethshire, 
there existed, about the middle of the sixteenth century, a nu- 
merous horde of robbers, known by the names of " The Red- 
headed Banditti of Mawddwy," and " The Banditti of the Black 
Wood." This horde consisted of a great number of rogues and 
profligates from all parts of the kingdom; and so formidable 
were they considered, that their depredations were scarcely re- 
sisted, and the neighbourhood of their residence was deserted by 
all its former inhabitants f. 

It would seem, from the stories related of these desperadoes, 
that they were an organired body, subordinate to a chief or 
leader, and that they acted in every respect in concert with each 
other. Not contented with the robbery of the passing traveller, 
they levied contributions on the estates of the gentlemen around 
them, and drove away whole herds of cattle at noon-day to their 
haunts in the woods and mountains above Dinas Mawddwy. Like 
the Italian banditti of the present day, a person once in their pos- 

# Dr. Thackeray purchased last year in the neighbouring parish of Llan- 
armon between 200 and 300 acres of common land, which he designs im- 
mediately to appropriate to the game laudable use. 

•)• Such was the dread the inhabitants experience/! of these marauders, 
that they actually fixed scythes and other instruments in their chimneys 
(some of which are still to be seen), to prevent the descent of these daring 
ruffians. 



